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CALL FOR APPLICATIONS
2006

European Young Citizens’ Convention 

Convention des Jeunes Citoyens Européens 
Verfassungskonvent junger europäischer Bürger 
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Re-build our Europe?

What it used to be, What it is, What we want, What we can, What we must…


Re-construire notre Europe ?

Ce qui fut, Ce qui est, Ce qu’on veut, Ce qu’on peut, Ce qu’on doit...

Das gemeinsame Europa (wieder) aufbauen?

Was Europa war, ist, will, kann und soll…

INTRODUCTION 
Since 2001, more than 300 young people (aged 20 to 35) from the 25 member states of the European Union, the  future member states and several other countries have come together at the “Convention of Young European Citizens“. They have drafted a European Constitution, developed opinions and their vision of the fundamental question that concerns all Europeans: “how can we live together?” 

The European Union is, above all, the result of a European conscience and not only a geographic, ethnic, linguistic or religious fact. Europe's importance is due to the shared willpower of living together in order to create a common future around values like the primacy of human rights, sustainable development, multilateralism and North-South solidarity. Even if we share these values among others, it is nevertheless the historic experience, the vision of life in society and of the world that are the foundations of our European identity, which is distinct and complementary to other regions in this world. 

The Summer School has adopted a simple working principle: the participants only speak in their own right and do not represent their state or any other organisation or institution: their personal presence at the debate is the essential factor. That is because the basis of democratic citizenship also includes every person's right to freely express his or her wishes and the meaning he or she gives to the idea of “living together”: Cluny wishes to create a place where democratically thoughts and feelings about being a European can be democratically confronted, respecting each and everyone's personal view. 
The Cluny Summer School supports the participants' competence development. According to this idea, there are no academic or political structures that “govern” or “impose” anything on the participants. Instead, an open space and workshops will be organised by the participants. Experts as well as training in negotiation and mediation are at the participants' disposal. We do not teach knowledge, but allow the development of competences. Cluny gives room for in-depth debates with the necessary room for projection into the future. 

The European Institute of Cluny (Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Arts et Métiers), located on the premises of the ancient Abbey, wants to resume and develop its project this year from 6 to 16 July 2005. For the sixth edition of the Convention of Young European Citizens, we invite 84 young people from the whole of the European Union, the candidate states and the surroundings of Europe.
A Europe lacking guiding lines, but ready to face its challenges – this is the vision that we would like to develop through the theme of this year’s Convention:
Rebuild our Europe?
What it used to be, What it is, What we want, What we can, What we must…
The participants’ mission will be to re-think, to rebuild, taking their stand on a good knowledge of its historical dimension, the stakes involved, and above all, each one’s aspirations.

The 2005 Convention includes drafting citizens' opinion statements, complaint books and amendments to the European Constitution, thus expressing a common vision of Europe and its future. The participants will have as a reference the texts that have been adopted during the previous years' Conventions as well as all the texts that are necessary for a better comprehension of the European Union. During the first two days, the participants are invited to propose topics themselves, topics that they wish to work on during the ten days. 

The sixth edition of the Convention of Young European Citizens also foresees public debates with the inhabitants and summer visitors of South Burgundy and debates with men and women involved in European issues, which will give the opportunity to confront their personal perceptions and ambitions with other points of view. 

Program

( Thursday, 6th of July 2006 

( 14:00: Arrival.

( 16:00: Reception of the participants, presentation of the organisation team, “ice-breaking” games, geared towards introducing the participants
( 18:00: Presentation of the previous European Young Citizens' Conventions (2001-2005) by the former participants
( 20:00: Welcome picnic in the park of the ENSAM
( Friday, 7th of July 2006

( 9:00: Introduction by Jean-Luc Delpeuch and the animation team - start of the open space.

( 12: 00: Lunch.
( 14:30 – 17:30: Inaugural Conference by Margot Wallström, Vice-president of the European Commission, Commissioner for Institutional Relations and Communication Strategies. Debate open to the public. 

( 17:30 – 18:30: Debriefing of the day with the animation team.

( 19: 00: Dinner 

( 20:30: Visiting tour of the Abbey
( Saturday, 8th of July 2006
(  9:00–11:00: Seminar on negotiation, mediation and compromise reaching. Introduction by Andreas Görgen and Stephen Goldberg.
( 11:00–12:00: Continuation of the open-space

( 12:00: Lunch
( 13:30–16:30: Continuation of the open-space
( 16:30 – 19:00: Conclusion of the open space and debriefing with the animation team.
( 19:00: Dinner.

( 20:00: Evening debate: “A silent revolution: womens’ day to day actions for a better equality” reports by Fulvia Raffaelli, (Italy, European official, REACH expert, involved in the regulation of chemical substances project) and Signe Martisune, (Latvia, Science Attaché to the permanent representation of Latvia in the EU, in Brussels).

( Sunday 9th of July 2006
( 9:00 – 12:00: Seminar on negotiation, mediation and compromise reaching, by Andreas Görgen and Stephen Goldberg.
( 12:00: Lunch.
( 13:30 – 16:30: Simulation workshop, “The European Parliament Mechanism (How the European Parliament Works)” animated by Jean-Luc Delpeuch and Fulvia Raffaelli.

( 16:30 – 19:00: Work in commissions: Investigation of different difficulties and possible interventions of the experts, as wished by the groups
( 19:00: Dinner
( 20:00: Film about Yugoslavian women (returning to historical places of the Balkan War)

( Monday, 10th of July 2006 

( 9:00 Continuation of the work in commissions
( 10:30-12:00: History and current functioning system of the European institutions, animated by Jean-Luc Delpeuch (fonctionnement actuel des institutions européennes)

( 12:00: Lunch
( 13:30 – 16:00: Conference “What it is” (Today’s European Union) with Michel Barnier – open to the public
( 16:00 – 19:00: Work in commissions.
( 20:00: Picnic and evening with the habitants of the region. Participants presenting their countries, tasting of regional foods and drinks. 

( Tuesday 11th of July 2006
( 9:00h: Simulation workshop “How the European Council works”, animated by Jean-Luc Delpeuch.

( 12:00h: Lunch.
( 13:30 – 16:30: Work in commissions.

( 16:30 – 18:00: Conference   “What we must” (The Europe of values, towards an European ethic) with Jean-François Trogrlic, social adviser of the permanent Mission of France at the office of the United Nations. Open to the public
( 19:00: Dinner
( 20:00: Evening: Témoignage-débat “A silent revolution: women acting for a better equality”, reports by Joana Vieira da Silva, (Portugal, Portuguese Commission for Equality and Women Rights) and by Meriam Chatty, (Sweden, member of Amnesty’s Women Rights Group) 
( Wednesday 12th of July 2006
Dialogue with the citizens of South Burgundy: meeting with companies and associations of the region in small groups. 

( 19:00: Dinner.

( 20:00:  “Women victims of violence in Europe” with Amnesty International.

( Thursday 13th of July 2006
( 9:00h: Continuation of the work in commissions.

( 12:00: Lunch.
( 13:30 -15:30: Conference: “What we can” with Vladimir Spidla – Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities European Commissioner

( 16:00: First outline of the perspectives concerning the final product in the plenary assembly.

( 18:00: Debriefing with the animation team. 

( 19:00: Dinner
Evening: possibility of joining local celebrations of the national holiday.
(Friday 14th of July 2006
( 9:00: Summimg up of discussions of each commission in the plenary assembly and working on the adoption of a final product. 

( 12:00: Lunch
( 13:30: Continuation of work, for the adoption of the final product

( 19:00: Dinner.

( 20:30: International evening, with traditional music from the participants’ countries
( Saturday 15th of July 2006
( 9:00: Continuation of the work in comissions
( 10:30: Plenary assembly and work on the final product 

( 12:00: Lunch.
( 13:30: End of the work on the final product.

( 19:00: Dinner.

( 20:30: Presentation of the results of the Convention of Young European Citizens to companies, associations and inhabitants of the region, in free form “What we want” 

Evening open to the public
( Sunday 16th of July 2006
( Departure from Cluny
This program can always be subject to last-minute modifications, as it depends on the availability and other obligations of each attendant"

ORGANISING AND ANIMATION TEAM
The European Institute of Cluny's summer school is based on the principle of engaging each and every citizen and mixing theory with hands-on experience. Thus the organization team as well as the many experts supporting the participants' work comes from a variety of backgrounds and countries, reflecting the intellectual richness of Europe.
Petre-Tudor Birlea, Romanian, Student in International Relations and European Studies at the University of East Anglia (UK). Participant in the 2004 Convention and animator of the 2005 Convention. Website creator and manager.
Stefan Breidenbach, German, professor of law at the European University of Frankfurt on Oder, mediator and mediation trainer.
Meriam Chatty, Swedish, PhD student and political sciences lecturer at the School for Multidisciplinary Research on Democracy, University of Orebro, Sweden. Before, she worked at the Swedish Ministry of Integration on “Cooperation and dialogue with the civil society against racism and discrimination”. She is also actively involved in Amnesty's Women Rights Group and member of the Executive Council of the National Swedish Centre against racism. She participated in the 2002 Convention.

Marc Clément, French, civil servant, now legal adviser of the European Environment Agency. He is also an active member the most important union ofadministrative judges in France (Syndicat de la Juridiction Administrative), as well as the Association of European Administrative Judges

Luca Copetti, Belgian, Dutch and English teacher, president of the European Citizens' Network, participant in the 2001 Convention and organizer of the 2003 and 2004 Conventions.
Jean-Luc Delpeuch, French, Director of the Higher Education Institute at Cluny (ENSAM) and the European Institute in Cluny. He is expert for Central and Eastern Europe and for European Institutions. He acted as a post-revolution adviser to the Czechoslovakian Government, for the European Commission and the French Government. He has directed the activity of the ENSAM towards technological innovation for sustainable development.
Smaranda Dochia, Romanian, student of Political Sciences at the University of Bucharest. Participant in the 2004 Convention and animator of the 2005 edition.
Pavel Fischer, Czech, Ambassador of the Czech Republic in France. Presidential responsible for political affairs, under Vaclav Havel, from 1999 to 2003. Former student of the ENA. 

Andreas Goergen, German, currently counsellor at the Minister of Foreign Affairs’ Cabinet. Doctor of law, mediator and trainer in negotiation, former student of the National School of Administration (ENA). He worked as an assistant director of the Minister of Culture's Office between 2001 and 2002, and then as a technical advisor to the German Chancellor, from 2003 to 2005.
Elisabeth Görsdorf, Austrian, PhD student, language teacher, participant in the 2004 Convention and animator of the 2005 edition.
Julius Hrasko, Slovak, graduated from the Matej Bel University, Banská Bystrica, Mastère in European project Management in the ENSAM – Cluny. He is now responsible for the Controlling by Citroën Česká Republika. Participant in the 2001 Convention and organizer of the 2003 and 2004 Conventions.

Tereza Koudelkova Czech, graduate in European Studies, officer at the European Commission and PhD student at the Economic Faculty, Mendel University in Brno. Member of the European Citizens Network, participant in the 2001 Convention and organizer of the 2003 to 2004 Conventions
Gilles Lepesant, French, geographer, specialist in Eastern European borders, researcher at CNRS, lecturer at the ENSAM of Cluny, at Political Sciences and at the European Colleges of Bruges and Warsaw.
Lola Schirgi, Austrian, Department of Research and Development of Arts, University of Graz.
Henrik Lindell, Swedish, journalist responsible for the international column in the weekly french magazine
« Témoignage Chrétien ».

Francesco Marchi, Italian, PhD student at the Centre for European Studies of Political Sciences Paris. His research refers to the constitutionalisation of the EU and deliberative democracy. Participant in the 2001 Cluny Convention and animator since 2003.
Andrea Marini, Italian, PhD. graduate in public law from Roma University, advocate, expert in liberalised markets, in particular in communication, Regulatory Compliance responsible in a multinational company, participant in the 2005 Convention.

Martin Polaschek, Austrian, associate professor and Vice-Chancellor for Studies, Teaching and Development at the University of Graz, a specialist in legal history and in federalism, where he has published several books and papers.
Fulvia Raffaelli, Italian, graduate in Modern European History from the University of Pisa, Italy, in 1994, and obtained a degree in European Political Studies at the Institute of European Studies in Brussels. She has cooperated with the European department of Florence University and is a civil servant at the European Commission for the Business Directorate-General, in the "Environmental Aspects of Business Politics" unit
Jean Renaud, French, teacher at the ENSAM in Cluny, treasurer of the CCIC-European Institute of Cluny.
Elisabeth Robino, French, former student of the National School of Administration (ENA). Commercial counsellor for economic matters in Budapest (Hungary) since 2003. She worked in the international banking sector for several years and in the legal department of public markets.
Serge Savoldelli, French, retired teacher at the ENSAM, engineer. President of the International Conference Center of Cluny – European Institute of Cluny since 1999.
Joana Vieira da Silva, portuguese, graduated in European Studies. She works at the Portuguese Commission for Equality and for Women's Rights. Participant in the 2002 Convention animator of the Conventions of 2004 and 2005.
Piotr Wilk, Polish, student, participant in the 2001 Convention and organizer of the 2003 to 2005 Conventions.
Team of the European Institute of Cluny
Administrative coordinator: Mireille Burtin-Auboeuf  

SELECTION OF THE CANDIDATES
The candidates must be:
· born before the 1st of January, 1986

· interested in European issues
· able to communicate in other language than their mother tongue, especially French and English 

Apart from these language skills, no other academic or professional qualifications are required. 
The Organizing Committee will establish the list of selected participants on the basis of the candidates’ personal motivation, trying to reach a balance between male and female participants. 

The criteria for selecting candidates according to their country will be as follows:
	 European Union member states (3 participants per country)

	Germany, Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Denmark, Spain, Estonia, Finland, France, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, The Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Slovenia, Sweden, United Kingdom.

	Candidates for EU membership (3 participants per country)

	Bulgaria, Croatia, Romania, Turkey, Macedonia.

	Other countries (1 participant per country)

	 Bosnia, Serbia, Moldova, Ukraine, Belarus…
Mediterranean countries: Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco, Libya, Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Israel, Lebanon, West Bank and the Gaza strip.


During the entire stay, the costs for accommodation, working materials and meals will be taken in charge by the European Institute. Travelling costs will be at the expense of the candidates. We encourage everyone to contact their University or any other institutions or associations to possibly obtain financial support to cover these expenses. 
Each application should include: 

- a cover letter referring to areas and ways in which the candidate would like to see Europe develop itself in terms of democracy, transparency, efficiency and respect for fundamental rights;
- a curriculum vitae showing the candidate's experience in business, associations or artistic activities,

- a list of contacts (for example representatives of associations, experts, journalists, elected representatives etc.), and respective e-mails, with whom the candidate will be able to have an exchange of opinion and feed-back during the work of the European Convention.
Applications should be sent before the 15th of April 2006 ( 31th of May by e-mail, at europe@cluny.ensam.fr or by post, to “Institut Européen de Cluny, rue Porte de Paris, F71250 CLUNY.”
The selected candidates will be informed by e-mail, before the 1st of May, 2006 ( 15 th of June
The Summer School is recognised by the École Nationale Supérieure d'Arts et Métiers as a valuable unit for degrees it provide and grants 4, 5 ECTS (a certificate of participation is sent to the participants after the approval of a final report). 

The selected participants are required to confirm their participation by transferring the sum of 100€ in case of citizens of the 15 “old” member states of the EU (except for Portugal, Spain and Greece, 50€); and 30€ for the “new” member states, for the candidate states and for the other countries.


Whether the participants are able to donate more, irrespective of their country of origin, please do not hesitate to do so! This will allow us to help those who might have difficulties. It is a way of expressing solidarity by acting on it. Thank you very much for it!

PARTNERSHIP AND SUPPORT
The Convention of Young European Citizens has been awarded with the label “European Summer School” every year since 2001, by the Ministry of Youth, National Education and Research. 

The partners called for the 2006 convention are especially:
· Ministry of Youth, National Education and Research 
· Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry delgated for European Affairs
· The Hippocrène Foundation
· The French-German Agreement Foundation
· Several other important foundations
· The Burgundy Regional Council
· The General Council of the Saône et Loire
· ENSAM (Ecole Nationale Supérieure d’arts et Métiers) engineering school – Cluny

· Europa-Universität Frankfurt / Oder 

Many well-known political figures support the Cluny Convention of Young European Citizens:
Bronislaw Germek, European Deputy
Michel Rocard, European Deputy
Rolands Lappuke, Ambassador of Latvia in France
Pavel Fischer, Ambassador of the Czech Republic in France
Viviane Reding, Member of the European Commission
Pascal Lamy, former Member of the European Commission
Vaclav Havel, former president of the Czech Republic
Elmar Brok, European Deputy
Pervenche Berès, European Deputy
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